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all the good humour, peace and quietness in the world- so
open thy purse-strings straight, and lend what thou hast,
without any grumbling,"
The old usurer, not liking this mild way of parting with
his mammon any more than that of being more roughly
handled, refused Jacob his money, and made great resist-
ance ; whereupon I lalsey shot his horse, and after taking from
him about sixty pounds, resolving to punish him yet further,
for moving his righteous spirit to wrath, made him cast his
arms about a large elm-tree, and bound them fast together
with a strong cord. This clone, he left him to stretch out his
neck like the cock of a conduit, whose head, not being fixed
to the bod}-, may be set higher or lower at pleasure, and
look out to see when some good person would come by and
deliver him.
Another time, Jacob, overtaking a country curate between
Abingdon and Oxford, accosts him in this manner : " Friend,
imagining thec to be some Philistine going to spoil an honest
Israelite for tithes, I must make bold to spoil thee first;
wherefore, thou wicked one, deliver thy mammon to the
righteous, that he may convert it to a better use than to
exhaust it in gluttony and pride, otherwise I shall send thee
to the bottomless pit before thy time is come by the course
of nature/' The parson made several hums upon the matter,
but finding the resolute Quaker would not be said nay, gave
him a bag containing thirty-two pounds, after which they
parted.
Jacob was at last apprehended in attempting to rob the
Earl of Westmorland, not far from his seat near Watering-
bury, in Kent, and being committed to Maidstone Jail, was
condemned at the assizes held there in April, 1691, and
executed a few days afterwards.